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RAILWAY HARDSHIPS
Mr. Mahomed Surati, the well-known merchant of Aliwal North1,
was in Johannesburg for two days. He was much inconvenienced during
his train journey from Germiston. He was insulted and removed from
the first-class compartment, which he was occupying,, to another carriage.
He was not aware that, in the Transvaal, there were separate carriages
for non-whites. Though there was no white passenger in the compart-
ment he was occupying, he was harassed by the guard. He has there-
fore lodged a complaint with the railway authorities.
A deputation of the British Indian Association met the General
Manager of Railways in connection with the prohibition of Indian pas-
sengers from travelling by the 8.30 train leaving Pretoria for Johannes-
burg as also that from Johannesburg to Pretoria. The General Manager
suggested that the Indian community would do well not to press the
point as the train was reserved for whites only. The General Manager
is not, however, in a position legally to justify his point of view* The
deputation replied that the Indian community could not -possibly go
back on their position as the Indians needed the amenity as much as the
whites did. The position is likely to become clear in about ten days.
THE TRAM CASE
The Johannesburg tram case has not yet been decided. Our people
are not allowed to travel by the trams; hence a fresh test case has been
filed. Mr. Goovadia was refused a place in the tram as he was about
to board one. He has therefore again made an affidavit, and the date
for the hearing of the case will be fixed in a couple of days.
FILTH IN THE LOCATION
This week Dr. Porter and his company came down upon the Indians
residing in the Malay Location. Many of them were arrested as there
was much overcrowding. In this matter as well as in keeping the house,
compound and latrines clean, our people are very negligent. The con-
sequences have to be borne by the whole community. Our troubles will
not end so long as we do not make lasting improvements in these matters.
And if meanwhile plague or other epidemics or infectious diseases should
break out, we will have to put up with endless trouble. It would ap-
pear that our people have forgotten the experience of the plague in 1904.2
THE ENTHUSIASM OF THE WHITES
In a very short time, 35,000 signatures have been obtained, and many
more are being collected for the petition of the whites addressed to the
King-Emperor on the proposed constitution. We should become affected
1 Town situated on the Orange River
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